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18 BRAND WORLD

Titan bets on tech to
keep up with the times

With an expanded portfolio of smartwatches, the Tata

group company is hopingto revive the

market Is a mere fraction of
global markets. And though
most companies believe

watch business

ment that has been dominated
by technology majors such as
Apple, Samsung and Lenovo
among others, In recent years
many traditional watch mak-
ers have joined the bandwagon
to keep their core business
from being swept away by the
tech revolution. Global watch-
maker Fossil recently lsunched
its smartwatch in India,

Titan is adopting a slew of
measures tobring back growth
and Is also experimenting with
design. Kant added that the
company will raise the stan-
dards of presentation of the
brand across the 8,000 deal-
ers and 1,316 retall shaps that
It has In the country. "If
growth Is not going tocome at
the pace It used to earlier, we
are looking at how to control
cost and be far more efficlent
and productive.” Titan had
recently undertaken 8 VRS
exercise in the company to
reduce the headcount.

E-commerce |s another
strategy change that the com-
pany has embraced, after its
recent partnership with enline
retaller Flipkart. E- wmmeroc

MUMBAI | FRIDAY, 2 DECEMBER 2016 Business Standard

8 Inthe finish, | turnup fora
meal ()

9 Deer park, for instance 2 (6,4)

10 Attack right back, being in no
danger outside (6)

N Cover up for amember of

19 (ompensate for the change at
the end of the sign from right
toleft(6)

21 Flocked to stare outto sea (8)

23 Eclipsed, soprano was once in
debt (8)

26 When a hundred leave like
this, let them off (6)

o

is where the
goingand "is n:nllypk:!dng u|1
quite rapidly” for Titan. In
order to reach the new tech-
54! the watch-

that there

ANITA BABY
Bengalury, 1 December

atches and jewellery
‘N} maker Titan Com-
panywillsoon launch

looking watch. Interestingly for
us, the few thousand units that
were produced got sold out
within a couple of months
itself,” says § Ravi Kant, chief
exccutive  officer,  Titan

and

itsSonata

‘Watches and

One reason Is that the big
smartwatch makers have thus
far focused on a homogeneous
experience for all buyers. For
Instance, the use of technology
to monitor fitness

is a common fea- “H growth Is not

tial for the pmdunl here,
they acknowledge that price
is a big barrier. Smartwatches
are seen as a premium buy,
more of a luxury wearable
and consumers
would rather

vy

maker looks to spend more
on digital marketing. For
Instance, Fastrack already has
about 30 percent of its adver-
tising spend skewed to the dig-
Ital medin,

All these measures, the

whols late (8)
12 Atlast, painter in garret Is
held ta be cultivated ()
¥ Decoration worn on one's
chest (6)
16 Ahearty greeting, by the
sound of it {u)
11 Form of peniciilin ?{5)
18 Rootsaved from a rot (%)

this|
128 South Americans in Caracas
principaly (u)

DOWN
1 19th century stuff for which
state is not available {10)
2 It'sa“no-no* In the
photographic business (8)

1t's In this, actually (6)

First of fugltives was first to

have escaped (4)

Farfrom pure product of dull

poet (8)

Man follows theidiot, to

dress him (6)

7 Abump on a tree got from the

walk nurse ook in your

company (&)

Master strokes and coos in

your ear (5)

Isarea lice-treated for the

deserteagle ! (1,3)

Herb smoked by hippy cow? (8)

Slipped into a new quilt,

managed to remain

undisturbed (8)

Cried out and got hundred for

aboy(6)

22 Decays as Inside cooks (6)

24 He's no good but will get
better, you say {u)

25 Ina parilament, this is what

they eat(4)

=

o

SOLUTION TO H2589

BS SUDOKU #2113

and executive ture across smart- golng to come at spend on a smart- company believes, will help
ers, almed atyoungconsumers - munlcations, Titan Company. watch brands and the pace tusedto phone that offers combat market Z
who are increasingly moving Smartwatches hold out manybelievedthat earller, we are more features, conditions. Across the world, g 6 Medium: %4 *
away from the traditional Immense promise for watch consumers are looking at how to AtTitan, howev- rket Is Solutlon tomorrow
watch market. With this the companies across the globe. looking for differ- ba more efficlent  er, the mood is onadownward spiral. Add toit
company expects to ride the In fact it Is seen s a way of entiated uses from and productive”  upbeat. The com-  the losing sheen of watches as 9 6 1 HOW TO PLAY
wave In favour of wearable rekindling customer Interest the product and a g gay| KANT pany believes that a gifting item and the Indian Fill In the grid so that every
technology and arrest declin-  in a product category that has  clear difference of CE0, Titan Watches & the strong brand m has seen a drop In 6 5 2 9 row, every column and
Ing consumer interest in the lost its relevance for many. purpose from méssoﬂn pull that exists for demand by around 20 percent every 3 box contains the
brand. However, with bigglob- However, demand for smart-  smartphones. itslabelinthecoun-  over the past three years. digits 1to 9
al technology-driven brands wau:hahusnolh:plpwewirh Another reason try will help break Forthe quarterended June 2 7 5
suchas Apple and Samsungin  ts potential. are through some of 2016, Titan's watches
the fray and the sluggish from the International Data deferring  thelr SN the barriers. Ravi recorded aslower growth of9.1 ? 3 1 SOLUTION T0 #tanz2
growth C I purchase of Kant says, "We are from
ket, the company hasbigehul-  Quarterly Wearable Device smartwatches is (2] 3 looking at higher ~444.19 crore to ¢484.54 crore. [7]sl2fe]ale]als]1]
lenges ahead. Tracker, total smartwatch vol-  the uncertainty Jaunch frequency  However, in the second quar- B 7 3 1 L]
Titan brought out its fist umesreached 2.7 millionunits  over new launch- & of smart products  ter, bys.2
smartwatch In January called shlpped.ln thethird quarterof es. Companles are BCross our watch per cent, The company says 4 1 3 g
Juxt in th category, SLepercent  often secretive about brands.” This would  that while the domestic mar- "
priced in the €15,000-20,000 fmm the 56 million units the timing of hardware provide customers with ket has donewell, internation- 3 0
range, It came up with its sec-  shipped inthe third quarterof ~refreshes or new versions and  more choice in terms of fea- al markets have been a damp- 5 6 ‘4
ond version JuxtProin August, FYIS. rescarch fear that what tures and design as well as  ener, thanks to the 2 A 7 []
priced at £22,000 plus. "The agency thatthere couldbetwo  they buy could soon be ren-  price. slowdown In West Aslan coun- 2 4 6i7]2|8[3]1]9]4
whole idea behind Juxt wasto  reasons consumers have been  dered obsolete. Titan Isthe fistlocalbrand  tries including Saudi Arabia, 4|8|3]|65[1]ef7[e6|2
create asmart aswell as good-  shaky about smartwatches. The Indian smartwatch tolaunchsmartwatches,aseg- UAE and Qatar,
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